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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-14 50 
Sir: 

In compliance with Rules 1.97 and 1.98, and in ful- 
fillment of the duty of disclosure under Rule 1.56, the cited 
documents are made of record on the enclosed PTO Form-144 9. 

As the USPTO has waived the requirement under 37 CFR 
1 . 98 (a) (2) (i) for submitting a copy of each cited U.S. patent 
and patent publication for applications filed after June 30, 
2003, copies of the cited U.S. references are not enclosed, as 
the present application is filed after June 30, 2003. Copies 
of the cited foreign patent documents and/or non-patent lit- 
erature are enclosed. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of these 
items is that these references were cited by the French Patent 
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Office in the corresponding French Application Serial No. 02 
04664, filed April 15, 2002. A copy of the French Search Re- 
port in which they were cited is attached hereto. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Robert J. Patch, Reg. No. 17, 355 
745 South 23 rd Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Telephone (703) 521-2297 
Telefax (703) 685-0573 
(703) 979-4709 
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EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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